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CSWC Operational Period Summary 

1800 March 21 2016 to 0600 March 22 2016 

Anatomy of a Tsunami. California Tsunami Preparedness Week continues: 03/20-03/26.  

 

Credit: Pacific Tsunami Museum 
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SITUATION SUMMARY 
Terrorist Attack, Brussels Belgium 03/22/16 

 

Multiple bombings have occurred in Brussels, Belgium in what appears to be a coordinated attack. 

• Two (2) bombs exploded at Zaventem Airport.  

• One (1) bomb exploded at Maalbeek Metro Station.  

• Belgian media reports twenty eight (28) have been killed and 136+ have been injured. 

• The Belgian Interior Minister raised Belgium’s Terrorism Threat Level to “Maximum.” 

• All flights to Zaventem have been diverted to other airports and Zaventem remains closed to all air traffic. 

• Rail traffic to the airport has been suspended. 

• All Metro stations are closed and all trains halted. 

• The France/Belgium border has been closed. 

• Two Hundred and Fifty (250) Belgian troops are being sent to Brussels to augment security. 

• DOS reports two U.S. citizens are confirmed injured and one U.S. Chief of Mission personnel is unaccounted for. 

• DOS reports the U.S. Embassy remains on lockdown and additional Belgian Military are posted at the Embassy. 
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SITUATION SUMMARY 
Terrorist Attack, Brussels Belgium 03/22/16 
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SITUATION SUMMARY 
National News – Significant Events  

 

U.S. Says It May Not Need Apple’s Help to Unlock iPhone 

(NYT) The Justice Department said on Monday that it might no longer need Apple’s assistance in opening an iPhone used by a gunman in the 

San Bernardino, Calif., rampage last year. The disclosure led a judge to postpone a court hearing over the issue and temporarily sidesteps 

what has become a bitter clash with the world’s most valuable company. In a new court filing, the government said an outside party had 

demonstrated a way for the F.B.I. to possibly unlock the phone used by the gunman, Syed Rizwan Farook. The hearing in the contentious 

case — Apple has loudly opposed opening the iPhone, citing privacy concerns and igniting a heated debate — was originally set for Tuesday. 

While the Justice Department must test this method, if it works “it should eliminate the need for the assistance from Apple,” it said in its filing. 

The Justice Department added that it would file a status report by April 5 on its progress. The change is a reprieve in the clash that has erupted 

over how and when the authorities should use the troves of digital data collected and stored by tech companies. The two sides have traded 

barbs over the issue since last month, when Apple received a court order demanding that the company weaken the security of the iPhone so 

law enforcement officials could gain access to the data in it. The case has been viewed as a watershed moment in the debate over privacy and 

security. Apple had opposed the court order, arguing that it would be a slippery slope that could force the company to open many iPhones, 

thus compromising the privacy of its customers and the strength of its product security. President Obama said this month that the law 

enforcement authorities must be able to legally collect information from smartphones and other devices, adding that he opposed the stance on 

encryption taken by tech companies like Apple. 
 

International News – Significant Events 

 

Key Paris Attacks Accomplice Identified 

(VOA) Belgian authorities have identified a key accomplice of Paris attacks suspect Salah Abdeslam, as new developments underscore the 

tangled and far-flung network behind the November 13 terrorist attacks and rising new threats. Investigators are searching for 24-year-old 

Belgian Najim Laachraoui, who went by an alias Soufiane Kayal, and is on the run.  A statement by Belgium’s federal prosecutors’ office said 

he went to Syria in 2013.  He was identified by his DNA during police searches in Belgium linked to the attacks. According to French and 

Belgian media, his DNA was also found on one or more of the explosive belts used by the suicide bombers during the attacks. Laachraoui had 

travelled to Hungary last September with Abdeslam and a third man, Belgium’s federal prosecutor office said. Authorities believe the third man, 

earlier identified by his pseudonym Samir Bouzid, is Mohamed Belkaid, who was killed during a police raid last week in the Forest 

neighborhood of Brussels. "We have quite a few pieces of the puzzle and in the last few days several pieces have found their place,” 

Belgium’s federal prosecutor Frederic Van Leeuw said at a joint news conference Monday in Brussels with his French counterpart Francois 

Molins. But, Van Leeuw said, investigators were “still far from solving the puzzle” around the Paris attacks.  Nor, he said, do they have much 

information on Abdeslam’s whereabouts between the attacks and his capture on Friday. Also at large is another key suspect, 31-year-old 

Mohamed Abrini, who is believed to have been with Abdeslam in a black car that was found in northern Paris after the attacks. 

 



5 

SITUATION SUMMARY 

Officials to test tsunami warning system in California on March 23 during Tsunami Preparedness Week 

• Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. issued a proclamation declaring March 20 through 26, 2016, as Tsunami Preparedness Week in the 

State of California. 

• Please click here to view the entire Proclamation 

 

• In California, the National Weather Service and Cal OES will conduct a test of the Tsunami Warning System in Del Norte, Humboldt and 

Mendocino counties between 1100 hours and noon on 03/23/16, using “live” tsunami codes to transmit the test message via NOAA All-

Hazards Radio, the Emergency Alert System (EAS), as well as local radio and television stations serving the area. 

• Some communities may also hear the sounds of tsunami warning sirens and observe local first responders practicing their tsunami 

response activities. 

• In coastal counties south of Mendocino, the NWS and Cal OES will test the Tsunami Warning System at approximately 1015 hours by 

transmitting an EAS “Required Monthly Test” message via NOAA All Hazards Radio, and some television and radio stations. 

• Also on 03/23/16, Cal OES, the California Geological Survey (CGS) and the NWS will conduct a conference call with emergency 

managers from counties along the coast to test several aspects of the tsunami response, including the ability of the National Tsunami 

Warning Center (NTWC) to send and coast emergency organizations to receive specific tsunami alert messages. 

• During the conference call, representatives from the NTWC, Cal OES and CGS will also test their ability to accurately calculate and verify 

information contained in draft Tsunami Evacuation Playbooks that will be used by local emergency to determine if an evacuation is 

necessary and for how big of an area. 

• The test also allows emergency managers from coastal communities to confirm their ability to receive playbook-related information, test 

their ability to make decisions regarding evacuation, as well as to test their abilities to communicate information to port and harbor 

officials and to test their reverse notification and other warning systems reaching people in coastal hazard areas. 

• See attached press releases. 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/news.php?id=19349
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SITUATION SUMMARY 

Hwy 3 Roadway Damage, Trinity County 

• On 3/15/2016 Trinity County Proclaimed a local emergency and activated their EOC to Level 1 due to a washout of 1000' of Highway 3.   

• A detour is available between Weaverville and Trinity Center using East Side/Trinity Mountain Road; but trucks and RVs are not allowed 

due to tight curves. Large vehicles will need to access Trinity Center via Highway 3 from the North. 

• Highway 3 over Scotts Pass is open, residents can leave the Coffee Creek and Trinity Center areas via Highway 3 to Yreka for 

supplies.  Currently, the only route to take Coffee Creek and Trinity Center residents in 2 wheel drives to Weaverville is a 140 mile detour 

north on Highway 3 to Yreka, south on I-5 into Redding, and west on Highway 299.   

• Highway 3 is expected to remain closed at the slide until Memorial Day weekend.  

• Scotts Mountain Pass and East Side Trinity Mountain Road will be plowed starting tomorrow and throughout the storm. 

• There are no requests for assistance at this time as all needs are being met. Caltrans, Trinity, Shasta Counties and contractors are 

working to alleviate transportation issues.   

• Inland Region will continue monitoring for additional impacts from the incoming storm.  

 

Health and Medical 

• Basic Life Support EMS is available from the local Fire Department.  

• A four wheel drive ambulance, which could meet an ALS ambulance if need be, is at the Slate Creek detour. 

• Air Ambulances are available in good weather. 

 

National Weather Service in Eureka is currently providing spot weather forecasts 

Isolated light showers will move through the area today but will diminish during the afternoon/evening. Very little rain is expected to 

accumulate at the washout site itself today, but additional light snow accumulations will be possible at Scott Mountain Summit. A warming 

and drying trend is expected through the end of the week. While significant rain is not expected slight chances for light rain will exist 

Thursday and Saturday. Chances for showers will increase late in the weekend as a storm system moves south through the area and 

temperatures will likely cool off a bit. 
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SITUATION SUMMARY 

Weather of Concern  

 

Northern California 

• Wet weather can be expected today with showers, mountain snow, and a few thunderstorms and breezy winds. Travel over the Sierra 

may be impacted at times today by accumulating snow. 

 

Southern California 

• A low pressure trough moving inland across California today will bring cooler days and strong westerly winds across the mountains and 

deserts. 

 

Active Weather Warnings, Watches and Advisories by County: 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/sto/brief/wwa_bc_cal.php  

 

Cal EOC Incident – 2014 Drought  

SOC / Inland REOC remains activated in support of 2014 Drought. 
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WEATHER 
WEATHER SYNOPSIS BY REGION: 

 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA AND CENTRAL COASTAL AREAS:  

 

Medford Weather: 

A broad upper level trough settles over the forecast area and Westerly flow continues to provide for orographic upslope snow over the 

cascades helped by a series of moderately strong disturbance. Road cams show plenty of snow and we will keep the winter weather 

advisory going through late morning. Snow levels are around 3000-4000 feet but the greatest impact will be above 4000 feet. By this 

afternoon and evening the disturbance will have moved east of the cascades and the atmosphere will start to stabilize except for Northwest 

upslope flow into the warners is possible into late evening. 

  

Eureka Weather: 

Scattered showers and isolated thunderstorms will continue through the first half of the day but will diminish this afternoon and evening. An 

overall warming and drying trend is expected through the end of the week with chances for light rain North of cape Mendocino Thursday and 

Saturday. 

   

Reno Weather: 

Much cooler temperatures and brisk winds are expected through tonight as low pressure exits the region. Rain and higher elevation snow 

showers will become more isolated through the day today. Drier conditions will prevail tonight and through the rest of the week with a 

warming trend for the end of this week. 

  

San Francisco Weather: 

Isolated showers will continue through early this afternoon with temperatures at or below seasonal averages otherwise, dry weather returns 

region-wide for the remainder of the week along with warmer daytime temperatures. 

  

Sacramento Weather: 

A few scattered showers today but only minimal additional mountain travel impacts expected. Otherwise dry through the remainder of the 

week with warmer temperatures. The next chance of precipitation will be early next week. 
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WEATHER 
WEATHER SYNOPSIS BY REGION: 

 

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA AND SOUTHERN SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY:  

 

Hanford Weather: 

A few showers will be possible this morning as a weak storm system exits the region. Otherwise strong winds will be present across much of 

Kern County and the west side of the San Joaquin Valley through late tonight. High pressure will begin to build over Central California on 

Wednesday into the end of the week resulting in dry weather and a warming trend. 

  

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA:    

  

Los Angeles Weather: 

Gusty winds will develop across the area today especially in the mountains and Antelope Valley. It will be cooler than normal today. Fair 

skies and above normal temperatures will return Wednesday and persist into the weekend. 

  

Extreme Southwestern California including Orange, San Diego, Western Riverside and Southwestern San Bernardino Counties: 

For today...a trough of low pressure moving inland through the great basin will bring stronger onshore flow with strong gusty West winds in 

the mountains and deserts into early evening cooling with inland high temperatures around 5 degrees below average and a slight chance of 

sprinkles or light showers early this morning on the coastal slopes of the mountains and in the inland valleys. Dry with warming and gusty 

Northeast winds for Wednesday. Continued dry with high temperatures around 10 degrees above average for Thursday and Friday. The 

marine layer and onshore flow will return next weekend with a cooling trend and with a return of night and morning coastal low clouds and 

fog. For early next week a low pressure system from the north could bring cooler and unsettled conditions. 

  

Southeast California Weather: 

A pacific low pressure system will move inland across the great basin today bringing cooler temperatures and windy conditions this 

afternoon and evening. After the low pressure system moves east on Wednesday a gradual warming trend will take place into the weekend. 
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STATE WEATHER MAP 
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FIRE ACTIVITY 

 

 Preparedness Levels 

National Preparedness Level 1 

  

Northern California 

Preparedness Level 1,  Multi-Agency Coordination System MACS Mode 2 

  

Southern California 

Preparedness Level 2,  Multi-Agency Coordination System MACS Mode 2 

California Fire Potential & Weather Maps 

 

Southern California 7 Day Significant Fire Potential 

http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/8 

 

Northern California 7 Day Significant Fire Potential 

http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/10 

 

California Fire Weather Map Watches and Warnings 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/firewx/main.php 

 

NWS California River Forecast Center: 

http://www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/  

http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/8
http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/8
http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/10
http://psgeodata.fs.fed.us/7day/action/forecast/10
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/firewx/main.php
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/firewx/main.php
http://www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/
http://www.cnrfc.noaa.gov/
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CAL OES 2014 DROUGHT 

Cal EOC Incident – 2014 Drought 

 

• The SOC is activated in support of the Drought State of Emergency and continue to monitor the situation.  

• The Governor issued Executive Order B-26-14 on 09/19/14, to streamline relief efforts for families with drinking water shortages 

due to drought, specifically through the California Disaster Assistance Act, to provide temporary water supplies to households 

without water for drinking and/or sanitation purposes.  

• The Governor issued  Executive Order B-29-15 on 04/01/15 which announced actions that will save water, increase 

enforcement to prevent wasteful water use, streamline the state's drought response and invest in new technologies to make 

California more drought resilient. 

• CDAA 2014 Drought Fact Sheet and Frequently Asked Questions provided to Regions for reference and distribution.  

• Cal OES Recovery continues to coordinate the Community Impacts Workgroup conference calls.  Currently, the calls take 

place on alternating Wednesdays.  

• Cal OES Recovery/Individual Assistance finalized an updated 2015 version of the drought brochure of programs and services 

for individuals, businesses, farmers, and ranchers. It has been put on the Governor’s Drought webpage. State agencies may 

put the following link to the brochure on their webpage http://ca.gov/drought/pdf/Drought-Assistance-Brochure-2015.pdf 

• Cal OES Regions (Inland, Coastal, Southern) collective OA drought call is facilitated by the SOC and will be held once per 

month. 

http://ca.gov/drought/pdf/Drought-Assistance-Brochure-2015.pdf
http://ca.gov/drought/pdf/Drought-Assistance-Brochure-2015.pdf
http://ca.gov/drought/pdf/Drought-Assistance-Brochure-2015.pdf
http://ca.gov/drought/pdf/Drought-Assistance-Brochure-2015.pdf
http://ca.gov/drought/pdf/Drought-Assistance-Brochure-2015.pdf
http://ca.gov/drought/pdf/Drought-Assistance-Brochure-2015.pdf
http://ca.gov/drought/pdf/Drought-Assistance-Brochure-2015.pdf
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CAL OES 2014 DROUGHT 

Cal EOC Incident – 2014 Drought 

 

Local Emergency Proclamations:  

A total of 61 local Emergency Proclamations have been received to date from city, county, and tribal governments, as well 

as special districts: 

• 27 Counties:  Butte, Colusa, Calaveras, El Dorado, Fresno,  Glenn, Inyo, Kern, Kings, Lake, Madera, Mariposa,  Merced, 

Modoc, Plumas, San Bernardino, San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Shasta, Siskiyou, Stanislaus, Sutter, Trinity, 

Tulare, Tuolumne, and Yuba. 

 

• 13 Cities:  City of Live Oak (Sutter County), City of Lodi (San Joaquin County), City of Manteca (San Joaquin County), City of 

Montague (Siskiyou County), City of Porterville (Tulare County), City of Portola (Plumas County), City of Ripon (San Joaquin 

County), City of San Juan Bautista (San Benito County), City of Santa Barbara (Santa Barbara County), City of Rancho 

Cucamonga (San Bernardino County) and City of West Sacramento (Yolo County), City of Willits (Mendocino County), and City 

of Fort Bragg (Mendocino County). 

 

• 9 Tribes:  Cortina Indian Rancheria (Colusa County), Hoopa Valley Tribe (Humboldt County), Karuk Tribe (Siskiyou/Humboldt 

Counties), Kashia Band of Pomo Indians of the Stewarts Point Rancheria (Sonoma County), Picayune Rancheria of 

Chukchansi Indians (Madera County) Sherwood Valley Pomo Indian Tribe (Mendocino County), Tule River Indian Tribe (Tulare 

County), Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation (Yolo County), and Yurok Tribe (Humboldt County). 

 

• 12 Special Districts: Carpinteria Valley Water District (Santa Barbara County), Goleta Water District (Santa Barbara County), 

Groveland Community Services District (Tuolumne County), Lake Don Pedro Community Services District (Mariposa 

Stanislaus County), Mariposa Public Utility District (Mariposa County), Meiners Oaks Water District (Ventura County), 

Montecito Water District (Santa Barbara County), Mountain House Community Service District (San Joaquin County), Nevada 

Irrigation District (Nevada County), Placer County Water Agency (Placer County), Tuolumne Utilities District (Tuolumne 

County), and Twain Harte Community Services District (Tuolumne County).   
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Mission:     

We protect lives and property, build capabilities, and support our communities for a 

resilient California. 

  

We achieve our mission by serving the public through effective collaboration in 

preparing for, protecting against, responding to, recovering from, and mitigating the 

impacts of all hazards and threats. 


